Unless otherwise noted, commercial available materials were used without further purification.
S2
progress of the reaction was monitored by tlc taking 1 as the limiting reactant. After completion of reactions, the solvent was dried under reduced pressure. The crude product was purified via column chromatography using 20-25 % mixture of ethyl acetate in hexane as elutent to get 3 as pure product. methyl 6-(2,5-dimethylphenyl)-5-phenylpyridine-2-carboxylate (3a) 20.8, 52.9, 123.7, 127.7, 128.1, 128.9, 129.1, 129.9, 130.9, 132.6, 134.9, 138.4, 139.0, 140.1, 146.2, 158.6, 166.0 55.2, 113.4, 123.0, 127.7, 128.5, 129.3, 131.4, 131.8, 139.0, 139.3, 139.4, 146.4, 157.0, 159.6, 166 18.9, 20.8, 60.5, 123.7, 127.8, 128.3, 128.7, 129.9, 130.4 123.8, 126.9, 128.1, 128.7, 129.3, 130.0, 131.4, 132.0, 138.3, 139.3, 146.3, 158.8, 165.3 4, 59.7, 121.7, 123.0, 123.7, 127.3, 127.7, 128.5, 129.3, 130.3, 135.7, 137.9, 139.0, 140.5, 146.7, 151.3, 157.6, 159.8, 165.7; LRMS: 305 (M+1) 
